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Upcoming
Events

9 April 11th, 7pm
General Member-
ship Meeting, Aptos
Library

June 2nd, 11am 0
4pm, the Festival
at the Cement Ship

June 22nd, 9am -
4pm, Drop - off of

Flea Market Dona-
tions at Upper Bluff
Parking

June 23, 8am &
3pm Our annual
FLEA MARKET!!!

SIA General Membership Meeting April 11th, 7pm

We have a website!!!
t he

Aptos Library, April 11th, 7pm.
all about navigating
ment.org. Mark Willaman, the co
will guide us through a short presentation. We are also proud
to have Sergeant Shea Johnson educate us about the

Neighborhood Watch Program and the Graffitti Removal Pro-

SI1 AGs
-developer and website chair

Learn

ject. There will be refreshments
and a chance to meet your
neighbors.  Please come on by! | ]
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FESTIVAL AT THE
CEMENT SHIP!
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ltés a party right in our

June 2 "™ from 11am to 4pm

Celebrate t he 193006s when
place to dance and dine. Learn about the unique his-
tory of the WWI Concrete Ship Palo Alto, Experience

Seacliff State Park History through Art, crafts, games,

stories, music, dance, and food. Learn to build a kite
geé. . on the beach. There will be educational booths dis-
Csssing the natural wonders of
_animals that call Monterey Bay Sanctuary their home.

éé. .
PLUSé. The Seacliff | mprovement
soring a booth. Look for our banner and come meet

the neighbors while joining in on the fun.
ee.

Admission is FREE, There is something for everyone.
Make sure to COME & SEA US!
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SI'A President ds
by Terry Winston

On February 15, 2007 our SIA gen-
eral membership meeting was held
and over 30 individuals attended!
We welcomed the new SIA board of
directors!

Last year, in service to the commu-
nity, our 2nd District Co. Supervisor,
Ellen Pirie, our Co. Parks Supervisor,
Barry Samuel, and Seacliff Needs a

Park (SNAP) President, Rick Stoker, :
each played a major role in Seacliff The Seacliff Improvement Association Board 2007! |

obtaining a 1 % acre park site at the corner of Searidge and McGregor. At the February 15th
meeting, they each received thanks from our association, in the form of a crystal free -standing
plague with an etching of the Seacliff landmark, the cement ship, USS Palo Alto.

Ellen Pirie provided an update on County developments. Her infor-
mative talk was followed by delicious refreshments and some
neighborly get -acquainted time. After that break, Rick Stocker dis-
cussed the creation of SNAP and future plans for the new park site.
Next, the prospective downtown Seacliff developer Doron Fishbin
showed us architectural drawings for his proposed Boutique Hotel/
Spa/Restaurant at the commercial end of North Ave.

PG&E to Fund Utilities Undergrounding Design in down-
town Seacliff Village! Recent
good news in the form of a letter from
PG&E advises that in response to our
letter of January 15, 2007, their pro-

W gram and project management per-
sonnel met to discuss the Seacliff pro-
ject. One outcome of the meeting
was that, due to other project delays, funds have become avail-
able to initiate the designing of the Seacliff job sometime in the
latter half of this year. PG&E estimates 12 mths. will be needed

to design the project , obtain Right of Way, etc. Sometime in

the later half of 2008 they expect construction to begin!

Barry Samuel with Award |

Work continues with the Seacliff Undergrounding Committee to
come up with a cost estimate to underground the entire

neighborhood! We hope to have a complete report in the sum- Niki Derby presents Rick Stocker
mer newsletter! with award
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The M ¢Gregor Site in Seacliff

By Ellen Pirie suade the Board
McGregor Site Will Be Saved For Planned that re -zoning land
Townhomes and a Park that was already
slated for afford-
As many of you know, Santa Cruz County is able housing didn't
under the gun to zone 30 acres of land for make much sense.
high density housing. The State considers 20 Happily the Board
units per acre to be high density and believes agreed with the
that if a community has enough land zoned previous decision
for high density housing, the housing will be and selected the
affordabl e. Unf ortunat e lagyproxintafel dix acteOABe® Bitd jlist Ntrehlofk
in Seacliff or any other Santa Cruz commu- Temple Beth El.
nity.

Coastal Commission Hearing April 11th
In an effort to distribute these re -zonings

throughout the county, the Board of Supervi-
sors required the Planning Department to
propose Aptos area acreage for this high den-
sity zoning and the Department complied by
suggesting among two other sites, the 1.7
acre site at McGregor and Searidge. That
parcel had already been zoned by the County
for affordable ownership townhomes, at about
12 units or buildings to the acre, to be built

by South County Housing. The Seacliff com-
munity had earlier worked with the County to
zone this parcel for affordable ownership
housing, in exchange for the 1.25 acre

We have one more hurdle to jump before the
park portion is officially split from the rest of

the parcel. That hurdle is the Coastal Com-

mi ssion (ACCO) . Because al
has split the property off and zoned it for
parkland, it is in the Coastal Zone and the CC
has to sign off on it. The CC prefers a zoning

of Visitor Accommodation (VA) zoning in the
Coastal Zone and therefore may object to the
change. It will be very important that the

staff and Commissioners hear from the com-
munity . 7he hearing before the Coastal Com-
mission is scheduled for April 11th at the

neighborhood park Doubletree Hotel in Santa Barbara. R/ease
send letters of support to. Susan Craig,

With help from Seacliff Improvement Associa- Coastal Commission, 725 Front Street, Santa

tion neighbors (Terry Winston, Kate Minot, Cruz, CA 95060.  They should identify the

Ramona Daniels, and Dave Boggini) and other hearing agenda item as: SCO  -MAJ-1-06 part

local community members, | was able to per- 2. McGregor Parcel Re -zoning .

The History and Potential Future of the Former Par 3 Golf Course

by Funding Chair Suzanne Shynne The former Par 3 was developed by the McFadden
family as a 9 hole golf course 1962 and rented to the Menge family in 1977. They contin-
ued the operation as a golf course. In 1983 David McFadden sold a portion of the property
to Grant Wrathall. McFadden passed away in 1997. In 1999, with the idea of developing
the property, Wrathall requested the Menge family cease golfing operations.

Currently there are only two 9 -hol e courses in the county: the challengin
sonville, and Valley Gardens in Scotts Valley, now up for sale. Because the terrain of the Par 3 is flat, it
is the best of the three courses for beginners, the elderly, and the physically challenged.

This 13.7 acre former Par 3 golf course site could fill a county -wide recreational need with its previous
usage restored. Santa Cruz Co. is willing to operate the course, using greens fees to off -set mainte-
nance costs, if the property can be purchased. The apprai

be completed in April. Then the fundraising can begin! The goal is to purchase the site without using
bond funds. Now is the window of opportunity to develop the land for recreational purposes. For more
information, or to help raise funds, contact sushy@pacbell.com
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Upper

by Dan Davis

The Upper Bluff restoration
project is moving along at full
speed!

During December and then
again in January the California
Conservation Corps (CCQC), as-
sisted by key volunteers from
the SIA, prepared the %2 acre
test plot at the Upper Bluff
area of Seacliff State Beach for
the planting of California native
grasses, plants, and flowers.
The area was cleared of inva-
sive plant species and groomed
for the introduction of native
plants grown for this purpose
by the Central Coast Wilds
Nursery.

On March 7 ™, the plantings be-
gan! The SIA Upper Bluff com-
mittee members were assisted
by approximately 60 eager first
and third graders from a local
school as well as approxi-
mately 30 young adults from

Bluff

Seacliff Improvement Association

Restoration

the California Conservation
Corps. The first step was for
the children to race about the
field, burning off excess en-
ergy accumulated on the ride
over to the park. Then the
kids enthusiastically joined the
effort by sowing flower seeds
and randomly planting tuffs of
wild, native grasses and
plants. The plants included
such varieties as Berkley
Sedge, California Oatgrass,
Red Fescue, Purple Needle
Grass, Creeping Wildrye, the
California Blue or Gray Rush,
Blue -eyed Grass, the California
Poppy, the Common Yarrow,
Tidy Tips, the California Aster,
Lupines, Checker Mallow,
Coast Buckwheat, and the
Douglas Iris. Many thanks to
the teachers and administra-
tors of Main Street elementary
school for allowing the use of
these accomplished junior gar-
deners. The CCC has been in-
valuable throughout this effort

Takes

Off!

We were also pleased to have
Sue Lispen, the representative
from our grant donor, the
Monterey Bay Aquarium Con-
servation Action Fund, join us
during the
Terry Winston, president of
the SIA, has prepared a plant
identification booklet for the
Upper

Bluff

Resto-

ration

Project.

If you

would

like a

plant

identifi-

cation

booklet,

ata

cost of only $5, simply email
Terry at seacliffimprovement

daybs

@yahoo.com . Please stop by

and have a look at the plant-
ings as they grow throughout
spring and summer!

and the SI AO6s heart
-felt thanks go out Monterey Bay Aquarium
to all of those fine Foundation Grant Funds Account
Corps members.
They not only pro- 10/26/06  Deposit $3,000.00
vided strong backs
and arms for the .
. - Central Coast Wilds
weeding and tilling 10/01/06 $1,000.00
Contract for plants
effort but they pa-
i I Wil
tle_ntly tutored the 11/06/06 Centr.a Coast |dsj $ 249.74
children on proper remainder of deposit
planting tech-
. h I
niques. Thanks go 11/06/06 grc a:jroLSuppy $ 87.47
to Park Sector Su- ouna tp
perintendent Kirk 03/19/07 Central Coast Wilds $1.249 77
Lingenfelter, Resto- assorted Native plants T
ration Mgr. Sarah
Godirey, and Main- Total Expense  $2,586.98
tenance Supervisor Balance M.B.A.
Auggie Ceballos. Foundation Grant Funds $ 413.02
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